NIGHT

new yellow boots with the muslin curtains. He sprinkled
his dark khaki shirt with musk, smeared some vaseline
on his hair, parted it very carefully with a toothcomb
and brushed it into a luculent smoothness with a brush'
half the back of which had come unstuck leaving the
foundations of the bristles exposed. Then he put on his
coat and waistcoat of navy blue serge, took from the peg a
hat of tawny brown velours, from the corner a crooked
stick of exaggerated thickness, from under the greasy
pillow two automatic pistols which he wedged into hip-
pockets ; ^ and, setting his brows in a tremendous frown,
his eyes in a ferocious glare, he set out for the night's
adventures. It always hurt Milton's economy to hire a
hackney-coach j indeed, the only way he could screw
himself to the pitch of such an extravagance was by
charging in his daily petty expenses for more vehicles than
he had hired. However, once he had swallowed the notion
of spending three francs of ready money without a chance
of getting it back till the end of the week, he enjoyed his
drive in rather the same spirit that one may imagine
some of the more theatrically minded Roman emperors
enjoyed their triumphs. He looked not unlike a cinema
actor's conception of a Roman emperor in one of those
restless swanhing visions of a film producer's over-gilded
mind, as, heaping his hands like a pair of cushions
above the crook of his stick, he supported his chin thereon
and glared fiercely from side to side of the shadow-thronged
moonlit pavements for victims. So might Nero have
looked on his way to the circus in a film.

The Tip Top Open Air Theatre and Caf6 Concert
could have been described in a guide book as the centre
of the city's gay night life, though this distinction was

85